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EC 107 (3 Credits): Culture and Economics Development
Forces on Japan

Course Description and Goals

Alone of the nation of Asia, Japan has made great and rapid progress towards a fully commercialized
economy. In a century it has changed from a feudal subsistence society into one of the leading world
producers of a wide range of manufactured goods. Japanese products are exported to every region of the
world, and in recent years not only large enterprises but also even small and medium-size enterprises have
been making inroads overseas. Interest in Japan has grown, particularly as regards to its economy.

In response to this interest, this course aims at explaining the Japanese Economy in simple terms. This course
aims at providing the students better understanding of cultural and economical concepts and the various
issues that Japan has been experienced.

What were the secrets of Japan's rapid economic growth following the war? What issues did Japan encounter
as a result of its economic growth? What effect did this have on the lives of Japan's workers? It was hoped
that this course would help students to better understanding the situation of Japan's economy as a whole.

This course will consist of a combination of lectures, class discussions on the culture and economic
development in Japan. The system of lifetime employment and the payment of wages according to seniority,
which form the basis of Japanese-style management and other various topics, will be examined.

This course takes the recent developments into account while attempting to explain what sustained the
development of Japan's economy after the war, as well as what issues the economy now faces.

The first part will deal with the land, family life cycle, family planning, marriage and divorce, and social
welfare. Part 2 deals with the education system, which considered the most important factor for the social
and economic development. Part 3 will focus on the development of Japan's economy after the war, and
various issues the Japan now faces — superior quality control, research and development, lifetime
employment system, seniority wage system, changing consciousness of the Japanese work force, etc.

Through the course students can grasp not only the concepts and the facts providing, but they can also
improve their English language proficiency.
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Course Objective

Cultures study would not only help students develop their knowledge of cultures and the economy in Japan
but also help broaden the general knowledge and increase the functional skills of English, listening, and
writing.

Student will be able to discuss different impacts of the culture and economy in Japan by comparing to its
own culture, and absorb experience to develop the economy and living. Student will be able to undoubtedly
understand the power of Japan in struggling to develop their economy after the war.

Students will accomplish great outcome from the study of Japanese culture and economy

Course Requirements

Materials:
Culture & Economics Development: Focus on Japan, Selected Reading by Khlok Vichet Ratha, Academic
Year 2004-2005, Mekong University, 2005

Students are expected to complete assigned readings prior to their discussion in class. The class
schedule and a list of the assigned readings follow the grading policy.

Supplementary Materials: Other Economics books are recommended to read but not
required for this course.

Readings:

All students are expected to read the assigned chapters in the text or any material before class. The class
schedule and a list of the assigned readings follow the grading policy. As the semester progresses, | will
supplement more handouts that are to be read prior to every class or discussion. If you miss class some
interesting things may also slip away. Students also have to read and research for their homework or
assignments. Plan yourself and time carefully from the very beginning of the course before you countering
read shocks or frightening.

Contact hours and teaching methods:
- EC107 course is full time and normally consists of 16 contact hours taking the form of lectures and
tutorial classes to work through lecture note, problem sets, case studies, presentation and/or discuss
seminar papers.

Grading Policy

1. Class Participation (attendant 3%, moral 3%, activities 4%) 10%
2. Quizzes 10%
3. Group Discussion; Group Assignment 15%
4. Group Presentation 15%
5. Mid-term Test 20%
6. Final Examination 30%
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Total

Course Outline

Week

Chapter

Contents

Other

1-2

PART |

Land, Climate, and Population

Chapter 1

Land and Climate
- Land
- Climate

Chapter 2

Population
- Total Population
- Births and Deaths
- Aging of the Population
- Population of Large Urban Areas

Chapter 3

The Family
- Life Cycle
- Family
- Family Planning
- Nuclear Family
- The Family
- Marriage

Chapter 4

Social Security, Health, Hygiene
- Social Welfare
- Social Security
- Health and Hygiene

2-3

PART I

The Japanese Education System

Chapter 1

Education, history

- Education Before 1600

- Edo-Period Education

- Modern Education
Education System Reform

Chapter 2

The Japanese Education System
- Japanese University
- Educational Reform
- Educational Expense
- Entrance Examinations
- Gakureki Shakai
- Cram School
- School Text Book
- School Lunch Program
- Student Life
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Chapter 3 Science and Technology, Education, and Culture

- Science and Technology

- School-based Education

- Social Education

- Mass Communication, including Publishing
- Leisure-Time Activities

- Cultural Treasures

4-6 PART Il Japan's Economics Development

Chapter 1 Economic, history

- Premodern Economy (to 1868)

- Early Modern Economy (1868-1945)

- Occupation and Recovery (1945-1960s)
- Japan's Post War Economic Recovery

- From Rapid to Stable Growth

- Industrial Policy & Japan Inc.

- Changing Industrial Structure

Chapter 2 The Economy

- Economic Development
- Recent Economic Trends
- Industry

Chapter 3 Japanese-Style Management

- Labor Force

- Japanese Employment

- Unemployment

- Seniority-based Rewards

- The Japanese Workweek and Wages
- Retirement

- Socializing

- A Day in the Life of a Japanese Businessman
- The Life of Businessman

- Japanese Business Practices

Examination
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